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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
Saint Mary’s, Saint Michael’s and Ss John & Ailbe – 2nd Sunday Before Advent -  16thNovember 2025

COLLECTS AND READINGS
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that when he shall appear in power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
THE FIRST READING: MALACHI 4:1-2
See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.
PSALM 98
1    Sing to the Lord a new song, ♦
for he has done marvellous things.
2    His own right hand and his holy arm ♦
have won for him the victory.
3    The Lord has made known his salvation; ♦
his deliverance has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.
4    He has remembered his mercy and faithfulness
    towards the house of Israel, ♦
and all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
5    Sound praises to the Lord, all the earth; ♦
break into singing and make music.
6    Make music to the Lord with the lyre, ♦
with the lyre and the voice of melody.
7    With trumpets and the sound of the horn ♦
sound praises before the Lord, the King.
8    Let the sea thunder and all that fills it, ♦
the world and all that dwell upon it.
9    Let the rivers clap their hands ♦
and let the hills ring out together before the Lord,
    for he comes to judge the earth.
10  In righteousness shall he judge the world ♦
and the peoples with equity.





THE EPISTLE READING: 2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-13
Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labour we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

THE GOSPEL: SAINT LUKE 21:5-19
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, ‘As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.’They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?’ And he said, ‘Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and, “The time is near!” Do not go after them. ‘When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.’ Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. ‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defence in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament you give substance to our hope. Bring us at the last to that pure life for which we long, through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
	HYMNS

	Saint Michael’s
	671
	368
	668
	12
	

	The Cathedral
	52
	327
	446
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	SERVICES & EVENTS

	Date
	Time
	Event
	Venue

	
Sunday November 16th
2nd Sunday before Advent
	09.30
	Holy Communion
	Ss John & Ailbe, Abington

	
	10.00
	Morning Prayer
	St Michael’s

	
	11.15
	Holy Communion
	The Cathedral

	Monday November 17th
	10.30
	Morning Prayer
	The Cathedral
The Cathedral

	
Tuesday November 18th
	10.30
	Morning Prayer
	

	
	13.15
	Lunchtime Concert
	

	Wednesday November 19th
	 10.30
	Morning Prayer
	The Cathedral

	
	 20:00
	Saint Michael’s Committee 
	Saint Michael’s 

	Thursday November 20th
	 10.30
	Holy Communion
	The Cathedral

	Friday November 21st
	 10.30
	Morning Prayer
	The Cathedral

	Saturday November 22nd
	 10.30
	Morning Prayer
	The Cathedral

	
Sunday November 23rd   Sunday Before Advent
	10.00
	Morning Prayer
	Ss John & Ailbe, Abington

	
	 10.00
	Holy Communion
	St Michael’s

	
	 11.15
	Morning Prayer
	The Cathedral


	
	17:00
	Feile Luimnigh instrumental competitions
	



THIS WEEK’S NOTICES
(Where attachments are mentioned, hard copies are available through the parish office upon request)
Lunchtime Concert: Lunchtime concert will be held in Saint Mary’s Cathedral on Tuesday 18th November at 1:15pm. All welcome!

Saint Michael’s National School Applications: Please note applications for enrollment (2026/27) are open from next week. Please contact Saint Michael’s National School for further details on the application process.

Saint Michael’s Committee The meeting will be held in the Church Hall on Wednesday 19th November at 8:00pm

Concert: in Saint Mary’s Cathedral next Sunday, 23rd November at 5pm: to be given by Prize Winners from this year's Feile Luimnigh instrumental competitions. Do come along and support these talented young musicians. Admission 10 euro (adults); children go free.

Candelabra Cleaning: The Dean is seeking volunteers to assist with the cleaning of the cathedral’s  Candelabra in the lead up the session of Advent. Please speak to a member of the clergy for further details. 

Echoes in Stone: Join us in Saint Mary’s Cathedral as the Artist in Residence, Nici Le Gear unveils her three works of art at the Unveiling Reception on Monday 01st December 2025 at 6:00pm.

Sunday Clubs: Meet in all three churches throughout the month (Cathedral 1st and 3rd, St Michael's 2nd, Abington on 2nd and 4th). Children are welcome at all of these gatherings.

UDYC: have a very exciting Junior Weekend camp coming up for 10 - 13-year-olds on Friday, 21st - Sunday, 23rd November 2025. This will be an action-packed weekend of fun, faith and fellowship taking place in the Burren Outdoor Education Centre, Co. Clare. Please see email attachment.

Limerick Council for Mission Representative: The parish is looking for a parishioner to represent LCP on the diocesan Council for Mission. For more information, please speak with the Dean.

Fundraising Saint Michael’s Church: As referenced in the Building Works presentation at the end of September, we need to raise funds for the painting of the church.  Approx. €30k needs to be raised by Easter 2026.  The proceeds from the following two fundraisers will go towards the Painting Project. 

Villiers School Christmas Market: Join us for the third annual Villiers School Christmas Market on Friday, 28th November 2025, from 12 noon to 4 pm. Enjoy a festive afternoon filled with live music, handmade gifts, antiques, local art, and artisan food. Treat yourself to a cup of hot chocolate, browse beautiful crafts, and even visit Santa! Free entry – this is a community event and all are welcome!Come along and share in the Christmas spirit while supporting our 2025 charity partners  - Limerick Treaty Suicide Prevention and the International Committee of the Red Cross.

Saint Michael’s Church Christmas Market Stall: takes place in Villiers School Sports hall on Friday 28th of November from 12pm to 4pm and is well worth a visit.  Lots of lovely stalls and St Michael's will have a Homebaking/preserves/gift stall there.  Donations of any unwanted gifts would be appreciated. Thanking you in advance for your support.

Christmas Raffle – This will be coordinated by Gillian Cheatley (mobile - 0871254687) and we are looking for donations of items suitable for a Christmas hamper e.g. wine, biscuits, chocolates, crackers, crisps, jam, napkins etc., etc., (please ensure all donations of food items are within best before dates).  The basket is at the back of the church for all generous gifts/donations commencing this Sunday. The raffle will take place in December at the Christmas Carol Service and if you wish to buy a line for €5 please contact Gillian or Tracey.

Cycles of prayer: Porvoo: Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church, Church of England: Diocese of Rochester
Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Church in the Province of the West Indies

Remembrance Book: Nora Gray, Martin Clancy, Roy McCormack, Henry Faro, John Copley, James O’Callaghan
Prayers for the Sick: Terry Gibson, Martin Hogan, Sarah B, Mary Alicia Downes, David, Elayne and Hilary Noonan, Hazel, Mac, Dean Sandra Pragnell, Layla, Karine Egan, Uzoma Kabi. Lillian O'Connell, Kevin Sullivan, Alan Kennedy, Noah Copley-Brown.
NOTE: If you wish to place a name on the list, please email it to limerickcityparishnews@gmail.com. Under GDPR please ensure you have the consent of the named person(s). For confidentiality reasons the clergy would appreciate NOT being asked on the status of people. Whilst we appreciate people are showing care and concern, it can compromise the relationship between pastor and parishioner. Thank you.
ROTAS
	
	16th November
	23rd November
	30th November
	7th December

	Refreshments

	
St Michael’s
	
Cormac & Ruth Lillie O'Connell
	Nicholas & Annabelle Griffin
	Richard Allen
	Keith & Sheelagh Morrow

	Cathedral
	Keith O’Neil
	Brian Sheppard
	
Shawn & Carrie 
Jamieson
	Lillian Okechukwu

	Readers

	St Michael’s

	Vivian Amaeze
	Annabelle Griffin
	Sheelagh Morrow
	Cormac O’Connell

	Cathedral

	John St George
	Keith O’Neil
	Frank Sheehan
	Lindsay Boyle

	Flowers

	Cathedral

	A.Gill
	A.Gill
	Advent
	Advent



CONTACT DETAILS
The Very Rev’d Niall J.W. Sloane (Dean): The Deanery, 7 Kilbane, Castletroy
Email: dean@limerick.anglican.org; Tel: 061-338697. Day off: Friday
The Rev’d Scott E. Elliott (Curate): The Curatage, 50 Ballinvoher, Fr Russell Road, Dooradoyle Email:
curate@limerick.anglican.org; Mob: 0871951766. Day off: Monday
Clergy Emergency Number: Tel: 087-3524046. (Strictly Emergency Calls Only). The
Parish Office: Saint Mary’s Cathedral, Bridge Street, Limerick, V94 E068.
Email: cathedral@limerick.anglican.org; Tel: 061-310293 www.lcp.limerick.anglican.org Limerick City Parish
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